
External Audit Arrangements 
 
General requirements for Smaller Authorities such as Parish 
Councils. 
 
External audit arrangements for 2015/16 (and 2016/17) are essentially the same as 
they were for 2014/15. The council will have the same external auditor and the Annual 
Return is virtually the same.  
 
There are a few minor changes. The Annual Return must, as before, be approved at 
a Full Council meeting by 30 June, but the Annual Governance Statement must be 
approved before the Statement of Accounts is approved. 
 
 The unaudited Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement must be 
posted on a freely accessible website along with a statement that the Annual Return 
as published may be subject to change. Electors' rights must also be advertised on a 
website. Councils subject to the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities (that is, 
where neither gross receipts nor gross payments exceed £25.000) must also publish 
the Statement of Variances and Bank Reconciliation that they send to their external 
auditors and also the internal auditor’s report in the Annual Return, by 1st July at the 
latest.  
 
The period during which electors may inspect accounting records is now set by the 
RFO, not the external auditors- It must be a period of 30 consecutive working days 
(i.e. excluding Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays) and must include the first ten 
working days in July. Electors' objections to accounts must be made during the 
inspection period rather than after it. 
 
 

External Audit Arrangements 
 
Specific requirements for this Parish Council 
 

Internal Audit and Annual Statement of Accounts  
Internal Audit General Practice 
The Annual Internal Audit takes place early in April and the Annual Statement of 
Accounts is presented to the Council at the Annual Council Meeting in May. 
 

External Audit General Practice 
Annual Statement of Accounts  
The annual financial return is presented for acceptance to the Council at the Annual 
Council Meeting in May.  The Council is required to approve the Accounting 
Statement, Annual Governance Statement and the Annual Internal Audit Report. (2nd 
May 2016) 
External Audit Annual Statement of Accounts  
The External Auditors BDO requirements are in line with the Audit Commission and 
comply with the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 (Regulations 12-16) 
 



Exercise of Electors’ Rights  - Timetable 
For year ending 31st March 2016 
The Clerk will display the Audit Notice in Parish Notice Board from 12th May to 1st June 
The Council will make records available to general public 3rd June to 14th July 
NB This includes the national common inspection period  
Completed Audit has to be sent to BDO LLP Audit by 16th May. 
Legally the Approval of Accounts must take place no later than 30th June and 
Publication of Audited Accounts no later than 30th September 2016 
 

Conclusion of Audit 
Annual Audit and Annual Return 
The Annual Audit in accordance with Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2016 
(Regulations 12-16) when concluded and the audit opinion having been given by BDO 
LLP any matters arising discussed, the Council then is in a position to approve and 
accept the Annual Return. The notice publicising the Conclusion of the Audit will be 
displayed for fourteen days. 
Audit Commission Act 1998 Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 
The Parish Council Accounts are available for inspection by local electors in accordance 
with Section 14 of the Audit Commission Act 1998. 
 


